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Abstract 
North East India (NEI) has experienced several violent ethnic conflicts over 
the past few decades. Ethnic identity claims of rightful ownership of land and 
assertion of political rights are the common driving causes for the violent 
conflicts in the region. Sadly, some of the ethnic conflicts were conflicts between 
Christians of different ethnic groups. In most of the conflicts, Christians became 
involved to de-escalate the tension, to resolve the conflicts in a peaceful 
manner, and to promote peaceful coexistence with one another. This essay 
examines some of the Christian peacebuilding initiatives in the region. 
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INTRODUCTION 

. Peace and conflict are part and parcel of life in a society. While peace 
is the _ex~ec~.ed norm in a society, it is frequently disrupted by conflicts. 
Conflict is a clash between antithetical ideas or interests- within a 
person or involving two • . or more persons, groups or states pursuing mutually incompatible 1 ,, 1 1 . goa s. A conflict can occur at many leve s, such as mtrapersonal · • h . . ·, interpersonal, societal national and even on t e mternat1onal level While all . , , . ft . · not conflicts lead to violence serious conflicts 0 en cause violence a d · d ' d n even evastating war. The term "peace," derive 

Berghof Foundation, Berghof Gl . f 
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frt)nt the Lat in ,,ax, is drf inC'cl ni,; the state of bejng calm or quiet, living 

,n friendship with o thers, or a situa ti on wit houl vi olence or war. 2 Johan 

(~.i lt un~. populndy known as the hither of peace studies, has classifi ed 

pc;h'C into two cn tegorl cs: negative peace and positive peace. While 

it<.'~,tt ivt' peace is the absence of violence and war, positive peace is the 

pre~ence of justice and harmonious relationship in society.3 In this essay, the 

term "peace" refers to the absence of violent conflicts and the presence of 

harmony in society. Peace is a continuous process that works in a cycle of 

conflict prevention, conflict resolution, and sustenance of peace in society. 

The term ''peacebuilding" is used here as an all-embracing term referring 

to conflict prevention, de-escalation of tension and violence, and building 

peace in post-conflict societies. North East India (NEI) experienced several 

violent conflicts in the past few decades. In most of the conflicts, Christians 

in the region became actively involved in peacebuilding mission in the 

region. Using analytical historical methodology, this essay examines the 

Christian involvement in peacebuilding in the region. 

O VERVIEW OF CONFLICTS IN NORTH EAST 

INDIA 

North East India (NEI) comprises eight states, namely, Arunachal 

Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, and 

Tripura. It has a geographical area of 262,179 km2 (101,228 m2
) , or about 

8 percent of the country's land. 4 The region is connected with the rest of 

India through the narrow (about 22 km wide) Siliguri corridor of West 

Bengal. It shares an international boundary of 5,182 km (3,220 m) with 

the neighboring countries: Tibet and China in the north, Myanmar in the 

east, Bhutan in the northwest, Nepa] in the west, and Bangladesh in the 

sou th west. 5 According to the 2011 census, the region has a population 

2 A.S. Hornby, ed ., Oxford Adva.nced Learner's Dict.ior1 my of Cl1rrent English, 7
th ed . 

(Oxford : O xford Universiry Press, 2007), 1 I I 4. 

3 Johan Galrung, "Violence, Peace, and Peace Research,"Journa/ of Peace Research 6, no. 

3 ( 1969): 167-191. 

4 Moirangthcm Prakash Singh, com p. , Ba~ic Statistics of North Eastern Region 2015 

(Shillong: North Easte rn Counci l Secreta riat, 20 15). 

5 JK. Gogoi , H . Goswami, and K. C. . Borah, "Pr~blems of Bor~e~ A,~eas ~n North 

East India : Implications for the Thirteent~ Ft~ance Comm1ss1on (D1br~g.U:h: 

Department of Economics, Dibrugarh Umvers1ty, 2009), 1. http:// fincommd1a. 
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(.)f J, ,~ m1 ll i\,n. \·nmpd~ing 1-,chr dulcd tribes, schedu led castes,6 and the 
~\'lH..·t ,\l porul.Ht\)l\ . 

"\ Fl ,~ tnh.lhit cJ hy people of different genetic stocks, including 
\ u ~n ·aln,J. C.tu \·;1so1d. Jnd lndo-Mongoloid peoples. There are over 220 
nhm 1.· gt'(mp~ lh ing in the region, of which the Bodos are the largest 
md1~1'h.1us ethnic group.is Each ethnic group or tribe has its own distinct 
lan~.,:ua~ . ,:ulturc . ~mJ t r ;iditions. While most of the ethnic groups follow 
a r,n,,arx.~hal so(i.tl system. the Garo, Jaintia, and Khasi tribes of Meghalaya 
pract:Ke a m.nrilineal system. 9 In the patriarchal society the lineage is passed 
-.11..)"71 through the sons, and the ancestral property is inherited by the 
m4le heir. ln the matrilineal society, however, the lineage is passed down 
th.n:mgh the daughter, and the youngest daughter becomes the custodian 
of the ancestral clan property. 10 While people in the plains practiced 
Hmduism . traditionally the tribals in the hills practiced their indigenous / 
prunal religions. The introduction of British colonial rule in the nineteenth 
century. : the advent and spread of Christianity and of Western education 
Clli-ing the nineteenth and twentieth centuries brought about tremendous 
changes in the life of the people in the region. 12 In the course of time, 

n c ,n wri tereaddata / html_en_files / oldcommission_html / fin corn 13 / discussion / 
repo rt l 4 . pdf. 

J-or explanations of these terms, see https: / / en.wikipedia.org/wiki / Scheduled_ 
Caste~_and_Schedu led_ Tribes. 

7 h ttp . www.census20 l1 .co.in :80 / states.php; Singh, Basic Statistics of North Eastern 
Kc-gw n 2015, xxvi i. 

f B M Reddy e l al. , Austro-Asiatic Tribes of Northeast India Provide Hitherto Missing 
<~c-,u11c L111 k between South and Soutluast Asia, PLoS ONE 2, no. 11 (2007). 

c; 11-1 il v.m S,rngma, .. , li ~tory and Culture of the Garos," in Garo Hills Land and the People, 
..-d L 5. Cc1~~ah rC auhati / New Delhi : Omsons Publications. 1984). 138 (121-144] : 
(JI ~na11a ng, Chn:. rianit y n11d Socinl Cl1nrige i1-1 Northeast India (Shillong: Vendra.rne 
JnstllULe , ]993 ), B -34 . 

I <J Juliu~ Md1 c1 k, Caw C11 stomn ry Laws 11ml ?mctices: A Sociologicn l Study (Kolkaca : Firrna 
YJ M Pn v,w ~ Lim 1t r' J , 2002), I J5 - l '>6 . 

11 A Mac kr-nzie , ·n,r Nort/1 -l!rw Fron tier of lrirlin, (New Delhi: Mittal Publication~: 
1.0 17); J{(Jtw , t R,· iJ , I l istory nf t/1t' 1:ro 11ti c::r Arens Bnrrlering on Assam: 1883- 1941 (Delhi . 
l: Jt>tt-rn Publi 1-hing I lo use, I 9H3) . 

l Z I ➔ .K l~ arpuJari , '/ 'Irr Amerirnn Misslonnries mid Nort/r -East .India: 1836-1900 (Guwahati: 
Spcn rum, 1986); l'.S. Downs, I listory of Clirist.ian ity in India: North East India in t~e 
N 111 eteentli t~l1( / Twi:111 letl1 Cc11111 rics (IJ;rngalore: Church History Association of_India'. 
1992); J. Puthe npu raka l, <.:d ., Impact of Christianity on North East India (Shillong-



I. ng· Christ ian Involvement in Peacebui ld ing in North East India 89 ze ,a . 

,..1 of the tri bes in the hill s have· beco m e C hri sti an whi le most peopJe in 
111 0;_'\ L - -

the pl:iins t'et11 :\in f lindu, and o thers fo ll ow other re lig ions, such as Islam , 

nuddhis1n, ~md pdmal or traditi onal r•clig ions. 

The colonia l ru le and the Chri sti an miss ionaries created a sense of 

rrhni( identity arnong the people based on rustoricaJ and linguistic lines. 

\\"hik the gO\-ernment placed the sam e ethnic g roups, as far as possible, 

under the same administrative units, the missionaries helped the ethnic 

~, oup~ to for m Christian organizations usually on ethnic lines. 13 Owing 

; 0 the multiple ethnic differences, unity has been always a challenge for 

the people in N EI. Being lovers of independent life, the people of NEI 

e,·en resisted the British colonial power in several places and at several 

times. For instance , the people of Khonoma fought against the British 

in 1879: 14 the Kuk.is fought the British in 1917-1919; the Zeliangrongs 

rebelled against the British under Jadonang and Rani Gaidinliu between 

1925 and 1932, and so forth. 15 The history of the Naga political struggle is 

traced back to the formation in 1918 of the Naga Club, which submitted 

a memorandum to the Simon Commission in 1929. The Naga struggle 

for political independence, however, intensified with the formation of the 

Naga National Council (NNC) in February 1946, which continues to this 

day. 16 In the course of time, many political groups emerged in different 

states of the region. Due to the political troubles, the region has often 

been referred to as a "disturbed area." 17 Unfortunately, the underground 

political factions often fight with one another, causing tension and even 

leading to violent conflicts. 

1n recent decades, the people in NEI experienced several ethnic conflicts. 

The main reasons are land disputes, ethnicity, and political rights. These 

Vendram e Institute Publications, 1996). 

13 Frederick S. Downs, The Mighty Works of Gori, rev. ed . (C uw ahati: Christian Litera ture 

Centres, 20 14), 96-154. 
14 Pik.eto Serna, British Policy a.nd Admin istrntion in Nngnland 188 1-194 7 (N ew Delhi: 

Scholar Publishing House, J 992) , 19-20. 
15 Asoso Yonuo, Nagas Struggle against. th e Briti:sh Ru.le under Jarlonang and Rani Gaidinlii1 

1925-1947 (Kohim a: Leno Printing Press, I 982) ; Reid, His tory of the Frontier Areas 

Bordering on Assam, 85-87 . 
16 Lanunungsang Ao, From Phiz o to Muivah: T li e Naga Nat iorl(I / Question in North East 

India (Delhi: Mittal Pu bli cations, 2002). 
17 R. Kumar and S. Ram , Encyclopaedia of North-East India: Vio lmce and Terrorism in 

North-East India , vol. 6 (N ew Delhi: Arpan Publicatio ns, 20 13), 103- 104. 
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.lt'C the m~ m rc~~ons fr> r the <' t1 d lcss cycl e of confl icts. J-lo r instance, the 

Kukt "\J ,1~,l Cl m flk t lK et11Tc J in M,rnipur during J 992- 1998 ;111 the Meiteis 

11 h nJu~ 1 ,Hhl P,H"lg,\I (l'v1u slirns) dashed in Manipur in 1993; the Kuki -Paite 

'--1..~~hC'd m Marnpur du ri ng 1 q97 1998; 111 the Bodo-Adivasj dashed in Assam 

m 1 \)v (, and l ~9~: •n l he Hru -Mi zo co nfl ict and repatriation in Mizoram 

(''-Y\lrt'<."J betw een l 'N 7 and 2009 / 1 the Dimasa -Hmar conflict in Assam 

111 :oo.~: the K,u-bi -Kuki con fli ct in Karbi Anglong District, Assam, during 

2004 2005: ~: the O im;,isa-Karbi clashed in Karbi Anglong District, Assam , 

m 200~ : the Dimasa-Zem e Naga clashed in Oima Hasao District, Assam, in 

2000: the R.tbha-Garo conflict in Assam in 2011; 23 the Meitei-Naga conflict 

m ~1anipu r in 201 5; and the Chang-Yimchungru conflict in Tuensang 

D1stnct. Nagaland, in 2015. 24 All these ethnic conflicts were serious and 

, iolent. ,-vi th many casualties, painful suffering, and huge economic losses. 

Regrettab ly. Christians played active parts in most of these conflicts while 

some became victims. In the midst of such violent conflicts, however, 

Christian organizations played important roles to prevent and de-escalate 

the tension and violence and to reconcile the conflicting parties. 

J t: "-ehgmpao Kipgen , "Ethnic Co nflict in India : A C ase Study o f the Kukis and the 

!'-.agas in Manipur," Indian j ournal of Political Science 72, no. 4 (O ctober-D ecember 

201 J )' 1043- 1060 ; Ma ngkhosa t Kipgen , "Manipur Baptist Convention's Involvem ent 

in Pe::acebu ddi ng Wo rk ," in Peacemaking in North East India: Social and Theological 

Lxpl.oratwn, t d . Yang kahao Vashum and Wo ba Jam es (Jorhat: T ribal Study Centre , 

I TC 201 ZJ, 84 -9 8 . 

J Y Rt--bec Ld C. I fao kip, "The Ku ki -Pa ite Confl ict in th e Churach an dpur District 

c.1{ Mdnip ur," in Conflict Mapping and Peace Processes in Northeast India, ed . Lazar 

Jcya:.eel.rn fC u wah ati: Nonh Easte rn Socia l Resea rch Centre, 2008), l 85-208. 

L.U Wdlter h .-1 ndn J e:, e t ::i i .• Living with Co,-!fl icts (C u w aha t i: N o rth Easte rn Social 

l(e:.ed J ch Cemre, 20 18) , 2 1 '1 1. 

7 l J•rrn dJJd f:'.:, 1· 1 a l. , /.iv 111~ w ith Conflicts, 9 .1- 11 8 . 

72 j<Jbtph Dam ze n , " lte:,po nst: o r th e Yo u rh tn th e Karbi-Ku ki Confl ic t in Karbi 

Anglo ng ," Ill Conjliu Mapping and Peace Processes in Northeast In dia, ed. Lazar 

Jeydb<· ~lan (C u w:..1 h :Hi: N orr h liaste rn Soc ia l Resea rch Centre , 2008 ). 54-93 . 

2 ~ C lruc h c 11 gla C ogoi , "Cnmpc u ng C la im s in Bo rde r Areas: A Case Study of the Ethnic 

C <J 1Jll1 ct ber W t' t' n C aro a11J lla bha in Coa l para Dist ric t , Assa m ,' ' in History, Polity and 

Jl nv1ron mr ri 1 in h ulia, c·d . Hip ul l l:1 ndiq ue a nd Pa ll ash C hetia (20 18), 51 -64. 

2 '1 Pern anc.l c:s e t a l. , Livlnf< w it/1 Conf licts, 72-92. 
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{ :1 IRIS 1'I \ N I N\'( >I Vl' Ml ' N·1 JN 

P1; H ' t:n\ 111 n1Nc tN No1tT11 EA~T I NDIA 

1,,th\ ·, l Ln l\t'S w ri tt'S th,tt l'd i~ ilu 1 l',11\ hntl1 c11 rourc1ge connict and build 

., ' .h '-' 1 k ,\11-!\H'S th.u "t'l'li~ iuu~ indivi d11 .1ls .111d f:1 ith h.1scd o rganizations. 

,l ' , .H n et~ l,f rt· li~i tnis idr ,ts. l',m pl.1y i111po r1~,11 role~. not only as a source 

,, ,-,,nt11 ,·t bu t .tlsn .ts ,l tnol for conflict resolution nnd peace-building, 

~' '"'' ,..1m~ c.1rly w.t rnit\_~~ uf conflict. good ofliccs once conflict has erupted, 

.r' .. i ---'-)ntnbutin~ tl) .1dYocKy. mediarion and reconci liation . " H r n most of 

:""c ,y,nflKt~ mentioned abow·. Christfrms have been actively involved in 

-.:t' e~1.-~1l.ltin~ the tl'nsion and rcsroring peace and harmony in society. Some 

,"'f the nu _ior C'htisrian peaccbuilding initiatives include the following. 

Fasring and Prayer 

Prayer is .m important and common practice in Christianity. Christians 

tray fo r different p lll·poses: for thanksgiving. spiritual strength, healing 

irom sickness, daily needs. divine guidance. wisdom, peace, and so forth. 

Chnstians belieYe that God is the source of peace and that he gives peace 

to che people (Lv 26:6a). When the lives of the Jews were under threat 

during the reign o f King Ahasuerus of Persia in the 5th century BC. the 

Jev,'!) m Susa. the Persian capital . fasted and prayed for three days (Est 4:16-

17 and the Jews were saved (Est 7-8). As such. whenever Christians a.re 

confront ed with conOicrs o r vio lence . they fast and pray individually an d 

rorporace ly for pe:.1Ce and harmony. For instance. during the Kuki-Naga 

ethrnc ronllirr in the J 990s in M:mipur. rhc ~ lanipur Baprist Convention 

Pe Jee Commit tee (M f3 CPC) .1ppt·:1lcd ro :di rhc local rhUt'\:'hes to obsen --e 

f.i~ tlllg JnJ pr.1ye r f<.ff pc .1 cc in the sr.llt' . i\ crordingly. loc;1l church es 

ob~erVt'd Li st 111g .rnd pr.1ye r li. >r n·s1 nr.ll ilm nf pc,tl't' .md harmnny in the 

, t ,He .' In J99,l, Dr. l)c 111 0 n l.nt .1., the n the C cncr.11 St.'Ct't't. try of the Baprist 

World All1JJ1Cl' , initi.llcd pr.1ycr rl'lt'l' ,ll progr.llllS .md tilt' ~me St'(t'etaries 

continued 10 o rg.rni 1. t.• such prng r.1ms f<ff scver.ll yl'ars. In .WOO . the tl1en 

Ccne r:11 Secre t .1ry 0 ( 1 he r-. t nc, Rl·v. S. K. 1 lokcy. n'porred that the MBC 

2'i .l dl'rl·v 11 :i ,m·s. "(_\1nlli l' I . (\,11ll i1..·1 lh.•:w ll1 ti \HI :111d 1\.':H't•-Building: The Role 

nr R~ li !.!. io;1 in I\ 1t,, :1mhiq11e. Ni gl'ri11 11 11d Cn111b\Hli:1 ... in Co111mon11·ea/rl, & 

C,,1111,,,,~Jf i\'( ' Polirit ·s .n . nn. I ( ~!l01>) : 5'2 -75. Dl) I: I 0. I 0~0 l-46t12040802659033. 

26 Elungkiebe Zdi.ing . ;\ 1-/istoi:v 1!(' tl1c 1\lm1i1'11r Br1ptist l'tHl\ 'cW'io11 tJmphal: Manipur 

Baptist Cnrwentio n, l t)(l 'i) , nt- . 
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\.f,rhlt1 ctcd " ,1,' 1\lu111hly Prnyr r Rc11 ·eu1 s till 2 000," which were mostly held 

m du· 1'.n1', .md N.,,g:1 r hu rclw s. 17 
( ;on r crning t.h c prayer re treats, Rev. 

J h,kn t,h:--cncd : "T h e ,111i1udc of' niany peopl e who joined our prayer 

nH'<'tl1'>?,:,, ch,Hl1't<'d :md rn a n y people commi tted th e m se lves to pray for the 

cthnh· cnnfh ,.·t and npted for pe..in· . Pr:.iyer is one of our weapons and we 

I I I " .t fl I : k . d · 
t,clw,1"..i th.1t c.. ;oJ work~ 111ir~,r cs t 1roug 1 prayers. ,1 ew1se, unng the 

Ch.H,~ 't 1mrhun~ru co nflict in T'uc nsang District, Naga]and, in 2015, the 

,·hurch lc ,tde1·s of the two tribes appea led to their respective churches and 

the 1.ntcr (onductcd fosting and prayer meetings on the same day, sharing 

the s.imc pr.iyer points. i9 When serious tension arose between Peren and 

Tesen v-iltiges over a land dispute in January 2016, Izieteilung Terieng, 

Executi\·e Seci-etary of the Zeme Baptist Church Council (ZBCC) in Peren, 

~agaland. sent a message to all the pastors under the ZBCC to pray for 

peace between the two villages. 30 These are just few examples of fasting 

and prayer for peace observed by Christians in conflict situations. Fasting 

and prayers are not only a spiritual petition for God's intervention but also 

a demonstration of the commitment to and longing for peace in society. As 

fasting and prayer programs are community affairs, they also create a sense 

of respect for the community decision to refrain from violence and resolve 

the conflict in a peaceful manner. In this way, Christian peace initiatives 

in the form of fasting and prayers help to de-escalate tension and restore 

peace and harmony in society. 

Pulpit Exchange Ministry 

When both the conflicting parties are either Christians or Christian 

dom1natcd, Christia n organizations often try to bring the conflicting parties 

wgether fo r p raye r and worship and to initiate a local peace process. At 

ume!> th ey organize pulpit exchange ministry between Christian leaders 

fr(Jm the Lonfli ct ing pJ rli cs. Por example , on July 7, 1996, the MBCPC 

u1 gani7,c~d com bined Christi an worship services of Kukis and Nagas in ten 

2 7 K1rgni , "1'1· a1 ehu ild ing Work ," H7. 

L.~ ()uo11·J in 1<1pg1·n , " Jle;.icehuilding Work, " 87-88 . 

l ':I ' I ,.J,-ph() iW 11111 -rvit· w wi i h ltev. ' I 'sangkhiu, Exec utive Secretary, Yimchungru Bapti5t 

H<>ru Arnukl11111g1u, (kroher 10 , LOIH . 

W P1· 1 '>unaJ int,· r vlew with lzll' l ei lung 1't:rieng, Executive Secretary, ZBCC, October 9, 

20 1H , 
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zel1an · 

1 Cl,urches in the Chakpikarong area. On the sam e day the MBCPC also 
Joca · . . . ' 
orgJn ized pulpit exchanges 1_11 twen~-mne local churches of the Kukis and 

NJgas in Manipur . . In the midst of v10lent confli ct, it was not easy to visit 

the other areas. Nevertheless, through the initiatives of th e MBCPC, the 

Naga church leaders visited the Kuki churches and the Kuki church leaders 

vis~cd the Naga churches and preached about forgiveness, reconciliation, 

and peace.3 1 To cite another example, during the recent Chang-Yirnchungru 

conflict in Tuensang District, Nagaland (2015), the church leaders visited 

one another's churches for prayer and preaching about reconciliation and 

peace.32 To preach about forgiveness, reconciliation, and peace in one's own 

church is one thing, but to take the risk of preaching the same thing in the 

churches in "enemy" areas is totally another. Despite the high risk, Christian 

leaders in NEI use the pulpit for ministry of peace in conflict situations. 

No matter how tense and precarious the situation may be, Christians have 

high regard for the word of God and for the spiritual leaders. As such, 

Christian leaders use their spiritual authority and the pulpit to preach the 

gospel of peace. The pulpit exchange ministry of Christian leaders helps 

to ease the tension and pave the way for reconciliation and peace between 

the conflicting parties. 

Love Feasts for Peace 

In the past, most of the tribals in NEI practiced headhunting for different 

reasons. While some tribes (such as the Mizos and Kukis) practiced 

headhunting to ensure the safe passage of their souls into heaven, others 

practiced it to obtain soul-power, which was believed to be in the victim's 

head.33 But headhunting was mostly an act of revenge against the enemy.34 

Traditionally, when enemy villages wanted to end their enmity, the elders 

of the warring villages would either negotiate or employ a third party to 

mediate. When the negotiation or mecliation was successful, villages at 

enmity would organize "peace feasts" in which both the parties would feast 

3 1 
Zcliang, A History of the Manipur Baptist Conven tion, 67. 

32 
Telephone interview wi th Rev. Tsangkhiu . 

33 
Kipgen, "Peacebuilding Work," 88. 

34 
SK Hokey, "The 57Ll1 Annual Meeting of the Council of Baptist Churches in 

North East India (CBCNEl) from April 12-15 , 2007 at the Diphu Baptist Church, 

KarbiAnglong," 3. 
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l<:'~c, lw, .md pl.l~ trodition ..t l g :Hncs toget her, symbolizing reconcili ation 

.1nd pt•nm,~,n~ to li\T m pr,:icc and harmony with one other. During the 

l--..nk.1 ~ ,l.~.l 1.",,1,tl1i.:t m thr l ~qos. the MBC leadership adapted the traditional 

pr .1ct1 .... ·c '-'f the ·· pc ..\ C<' 1ci-lst" to bring peace be tween the Nagas and Kukis 

m \ 1amrur .i\'-yrnuingly. the M BC leaders organized agape feasts or love 

k'ast~ 1n , .inous pl.ices \,\'he re both the Kukis and Nagas live together. The 

,,wC' kasts fiw pca1.'<' were organized at Pallel and Tengnoupal in Chandel 

D1~m .... -t. Kaaht'lm.mbi and Kaiphundai in Tam englong District, Kalapahar 

anJ K~n~ .. u,~llJng in Senapati District, and Litan and Kassam in Ukhrul 

01 ~m'--t. ~1.lnipu r. 1
~ Traditionally, it is taboo to share warm food with 

enen11es. Only after peace and reconciliation can one share warm food 

",th one ·s enemies. Sharing warm food and eating together symbolizes 

the presence of peace and harmony among the people. The hosting of love 

feasts and the participation of Christians in the feasts were symbolically 

declaranons of peace among the people. The love feasts help to build 

confidence and pave the way for peace and reconciliation. 

Peace Rallies, Appeals for Peace, and Peace Seminars 

In times of conflicts and violence, Christian organizations often create 

public awareness through appeals to government authorities, civil society 

o rganization leaders, and the general public and by organizing peace 

rallies . Amid risin g violence in the Garo Hills, the Roman Catholics and 

the Baptists in the region launched the Shalom Meghalaya Campaign at 

MP Sraruum, Tura on August 17, 2014. The leaders of both the churches 

appealed for peace in the land. A crowd of about ten thousand vowed to 

re~wre peace in the Garo hills. 36 

In January 2015 , the Nagaland Baptist Church Council (NBCC) team 

met the leaders of th e Chang and Yim chungru tribes and appealed for the 

ce~sation o f all forms o f violence and fo r dialogue to resolve the conflict 

th rough peacef u] m eans. Prom time to time, Christian organizations also 

creare awareness through ra ll ies for peace. For instance, during the Chang­

Yirncli ungru tribal conflict, the youth department of the Council of Baptist 

Churcht l) in North East Ind ia (CBC NEI) and th e youth department of the 

35 H ukey, "57ih Annual Mt: t' ling, " 3 . 

36 "Pl edge for Peace in Caro I lills l lcld in T u ra," http: / / www.ohmegha1aya.corn / 

pledgc-for-pcacc-held-i11 -garo-hills/ (accessedJune 26 , 201 9). 
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1 11mnw111.l.1hk ,, ork of pl'Jl'ebu ilding in Ma111 pur. Rev. f Ka rang ~.,fa ram, 

.i ''" ''' ,,t the lkp.trtllll' llt , report s th at th e department. in collaborattrm 

" 1h tlw I , Jn~ehc.il Fellowship or India Commission on Relief f.:F-ICOR 

,\1nJlKtcJ .1 peJcc workshop for the executive sccretancs of the cwcnty ­

i' nt \ !BC Jssociations in 20 15; five peace workshops for the assoetac1on 

"l1r 1-.crs m the five hill district headquarters or Manipur in 2016; six peace 

"0r,-._~hops fo r women and youth department staffs of the associanon~ m 

hi,, district headquarters, and also organized a three-day Marupur Peace 

k~t at the MBC campus in lmphaJ in 2017. It conducted twenty-rune peace 

,~ vrk.shops fo r the local church leaders in aU the M BC assoC1ation center::, 

11.r•d thi rteen peace events for children in 2018 . 1~ In 201 9, the de:JJrrrr.cn 

wnduned thirty peace workshops in the association centers for church 

'. radt~ and civil society organization leaders and five peJce e\·encs p..unung 

~nd poem composition) for youth and children. Besides. the de 1."',1rt·''-. : • 

.. l~o conducted a state-level peace conference at the M BC center tn l mph.tl 

un \ <;vcrnbcr 28-29, 20 I 9. w These initiatives show rh,u Chti~nJns m ch~­

'( ;.;,cm 1eg1~1tr th eir protes t agJinst violence, ;1ppc.1l for pl',Kt'. ,Hh.t cre,ltl' 

a\h at e,w~') for peacefu l cocxis1cncc in socic t y. Tlwrd t)t\'. Ol\L' c,rn. .tr~llt' th.1t 
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p, ,-tu·build111g in ilw rl'g io11 . 
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1
,1,1,. L'S ,·o ll cctcd ~ind sent re lief to Jerusa lem (2 Cor 

'- · l rtStLHlS 111 () • , • ' 

,.n. Ch ris ii ;tn rn).1,: iniz:itions on th e intc rn ati ona], national, regional, and 

l(h·,tl lc\ cls .ire ~;cti vc ly invn lvcJ in re lief and humanitarian services when 

c,llr\i for. ln llH )S t ot' ·the se ri ous connicts in NEI, Christian organizations 

n tcndrd help 10 the victin 1s. I/or instance, the North East India Committee 

011 Relief and Rehabil ita ti on (NBICORD), a Christian NGO, provided 

thirt \ three for ms of rel id to victims of dots or ethnic clashes in NEI 

bct\, :L'C'll 19~4 ~md 2006. 'T'he reli ef usually comprised food, clothing, and 

me,1icine depending on the nature of the needs of the people. The state­

,, ide relief efforts of the same period is as follows : two for Arunachal 

Pr ddesh , eight fo r Assam , ten for Manipur, five for Meghalaya, one for 

\1izoram. three for Nagaland, and four for Tripura. 40 During the Rabha­

Garo conflict in Assam in 2011 , over 30,000 people were left homeless after 

1.500 houses in ninety villages along the Assam-Meghalaya border were 

burned. Christian organizations in the NEI, such as the Joint Peace Mission 

Team. Churches Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA), the CBCNEI, and 

\1issionary Sisters of Charity rushed to the site and provided emergency 

humanitarian aid, including tarpaulins, blankets, food, and medicine to 

the victims of the conflict.41 In a recent Chang-Yimchungru tribal conflict, 

the ~BCC appealed "to the churches to extend relief for the people 

who are homeless," 42 and the churches responded positively. In major 

violent conflicts in the NEI, Christian organizations in the region always 

provide relief to the victims. Providing relief and humanitarian services 

to vic:im~ of conflicts by Christian organizations is an important Christian 

contnbu tton to peacebuilding. 

Mediation between Conflicting Parties 

. Mediati~n is a dy_namic peace process in which a neu tral party assists the 

di~putants m resolvmg their conflict. Mediation is ''a voluntary, info rmal, 

4!J Per~onal corresrondence w·LI C . I ·1 . . 
() I 

1 1 ui t 1u1 ung Da1me1 Executive Director NEICORD, 
l l() )(.: J 12, 201 H. ' ' 

'1 l .. P, ·:11 ,. 'l't·Lim ll u~lws /\ id Lo /\ , .. Cl h . . " / 
1 • / . . ss .i in as V1ct1ms, htrps: / / w-wvv. ucanews.com 
' ( w~ JIJJl) l j) (" ln· I n m r . ·'b . 
20 19). · ·· L

1s111 ut es-;Hd-ro-clash-victims / 3198 (accessed June 25 , 

42 "'l'ucns:rng Turmoil: Ch , ·I C· II . 
u1 c , .1 s for Forg · , & , il ,,, h rp-/ / 

www. casternmirrorn 'l I d iveness Reconc· iation, t · 
' ga an .com / tu ens ·1 · s 

reconciliation/ ('icccsse lj ang- turmo1 -church-calls-for-forg1venes -
' " c une 25 , 201 9). 
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110n-binding process undertaken with an external party that fosters the 
settl ement of di~erences or demands between directly invested parties."43 
From time to tim e, representatives of Christian organizations act as 
mediators between conflicting parties and broker peace. For instance, 
at the height of politi cal violence in Nagaland (then called Naga Hills), 
the Baptists in Nagaland formed the Naga Church Ministers' Mission for 
Peace (NCMMP) in 1957 and appealed for peace, toured around the Naga 
areas, and preached nonviolence and peace.44 In 1964, the NBCC formed 
a Peace Mission and the members mediated between the Government 
of Inclian (GOI) and the NNC . After four months of mediation between 
representatives of the GOI and the NNC, leaders signed a ceasefire on 
September 6, 1964.45 During the 1980s, the Zoram Kohhran Hruaitute 
Committee (ZKHC), which is the Mizoram Churches Leaders Committee, 
mediated between the GOI and the Mizo National Front (formed in 1961) 
and brought them to the negotiation table, which resulted in the signing 
of the historic Mizoram peace accord on June 30, 1986.46 Between 2002 
and 2003, the Khasijaintia Church Leaders Forum mediated between the 
Government of Meghalaya and the Hynniewtrep National Liberation 
Council, but the Forum could not bring the two parties to the negotiation 
table.47 Nevertheless, the effort was not a complete failure as it resulted in 
the HNLC' s scaling down violence since then. 

Moreover, some veteran Christian leaders are involved in mediation in 
their individual capacity or are invited by the conflicting parties to serve as 
mediators. The traditional practice of headhunting had resulted in villages 

43 Christopher E. Miller and Mary E. King, A Glossary of Terms and Concepts in Peace and 
Conflict Studies (Geneva: University for Peace, 2005), 51 . 

44 Keviyiekielie Linyu, Christian Movements in Nagaland (Kohima: Author, 2004), 150. 
45 Kari Longchar, "The Role of Church Leaders in Peacemaking: A Case Study of 

Naga Chu rches," in Peacemaking in North East India: Social and Theo logical Exploration, 
ed. Yangkahao Vashum and Woba James (Jorhat: Tribal Study Center, Eastern 
Theological College, 2012), 64-66 [62-83 J. 

46 "The Church Role in the Mizoram Peace Accord," http:// www.easternpanorama. 
in / index. php ; other-arti cles/ 72-20 11 / july-/ 1486-the-chruch-role-in-the-mizoram­
peace-accord (October 20, 2018); L. Gyanendra Singh, "Two Decades of Turmoil 
and Peace in Mizoram," http:// www.garph .eo.uk / IJARMSS / Oct2016 / 1.pdf. 

47 "Role of the Church in Conflict Resolution in Meghalaya, 2002-2003," https:/ /www. 
satp.org/ satporgrp / countries/ india / states / Meghalaya /backgrounder / church.htm 
(accessed June 25, 2019). 
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111 :tW H' ''"'<' .m,,1lw1 .1, c·1wmw..: /\lthouvh h<'c1dhunting had gradual ly 

• h 'J'J't ,1 ,, th th,- .1111, 11 nf tlH H11tish ,111d the expans ion of Christi,mity, 

n- 11, , 14~.\~l' " ,i1d 1w1 , '''" l11dc nflic i,11 f1l' ,l< c trcatic~ wtth their enemy 

, ,at!t"" \ hn '-11.m, m m.11n , 111.,g<'s . however, inillatcd pcaccbuilding with 

t ~, , f.-,, n~, 1 , 11<'n n , 111.,~n. OfWl i.,ll y hd,)rC' thl"ir churches' jubilees. For 

.,,, 'h, ,1 ,1. ., 11. lrn, \ lw, .md, ill,,~('!-i n.·qu eslcd f rangca ngbc Rangdaung 

..l., . . rn n .m~clt,1 nf the /.emc Bapt ist Church Council, Percn (now 

IT-l n:-,i t,) ll'l' ,h.H c hlr pc .ice wit h thei r form er enemy villages. He carried 

, • t -.c ',(• ... L.t11\",n cnhcr .1lonc or, occ1sionall y, w ith a few companjons. He 

~in.l , ~l .1 n ,, ould , isi t the villages, m eet the village elde rs (Christians and 

n 1... " ... , ~•.11b . narr.ne the old stories of enmity, and suggest a sym bolic 

r' ,""C t '\: .::r, t-erwcen the enem y villages to officially end the ennuty. The 

.. , ··-bt 11.. '0l ace treaty refers to the visit and hosting of the people of the 

caor-s. ,, h t l nem, village on an appointed day. In the past , people exchanged 

u-c~p< .... ... ,uch as spea rs and daos (swords) in additional to feasting and 

~ , n..: u' tradn1onal games and sports on the day of the peace treaty. Of 

, ~ n., .. Jd of weapons, people exchange traditional shawls and the Holy 

4 e -...,:.h o ne anothe r in addition to feasting, thereby officially ending 

• • • t.-nmn: and hera lding a new era of friendship between the villages. 

· ( • ru.ua.n or Christia n-dominated villages, the mediators would urge 

• • t •>c, pie w Jorg1ve and m ake peace in the name of Jesus Christ "'"ho 

:- < od ~ .1mb.-1~~ado r o f peace to the world . Mr. Irangcangbe and his 

t (. 'U<.(l.'"M> f ully media red and brokered peace between several former 

. JXJ:l~·:n•-m) , dl.1ge~ prior to their church es· jubilees: b etween t\tlpung and 

/ 
1,1, ,un;: JnJ \1p,t1 , Mpu ng a nd Tesen. and Mpung and Jalukie in 

y,- ,~. 1 v.1· 1 n JJ, ,1lv, .1 J illi Pui lw.1 in 19~6: Puilwa and Tepun in l 98 7: t\ lpc1i 

. i.J , d .:ill;..' ' .Jill 1n J lJHH, P<·re n .rnd Mpa in J l>90; Tesen and Mpai in l 992 : 

I . 1111 . 1 .md J, ... ,. , 1 111 1 ~Nl. ; ,rnd M p .1i :ind Pcren in 1 ()9-t. is lndeed. nuny 

< hn:,11.111, 1l1Jg, !!) n1 '- dlJgl'~ 111 w hi ch ( :hris1 i.rns .1rc the rna_joriry have nu<le 

I <. 1 c 111 ti ll llJ JJll of < Iii 1-,1 w 1ll1 th (' ir lornwr 1:· nc m y vi lbges. 

,,. 1,, r "" 1111 11, i , H ,~ "'uh J1 ..in~.• .111glw ll,11tgd .1u11 ~. Ke L: ,111 ~lw.1, luly 15. 20 19: rf. Rabi 
' ' · na 

l' .. 1111 11, ~,,,, 1 111 I , /1 ,01~11>11,1: 1!11111111 t '/11 11 d 1 rn Nt1.~idi11 rd : 18 ,n 191u (Nzauna: Nzau 

, ~ .. ,., I ' ( l ,1111 11 '(JI \ • 8 1 
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CONCLUSION 

•1'hc pc11plc ii , tlic N l ~I rq~i o11 h:iw htc n cxptricncing several violent 
l i)nn,c,~ lnr lie~ :1de~. In most r:11-i<·s, Chri 11 tians belonging to different ethnic 

1 c) tllllllllltt i<' S ro ught wi th l<: ll ow Christians on ethnic lines over ethnic 
,dcnti ty, h\l\d, and poli ti ca l di fferences. Amid severe conflicts, Christian 
nrg.1ni1..11 ions in the region took up the chall enge to become peacebuilders. 
ln times of viol<-n t confli cts in the region, Christians arc actively involved 
in pr:lcchuilding th rough various initiatives: organizing fasting and prayers; 
pulpi t exchange ministry; love feasts fo r peace; peace rallies, appeals, 
pran.· seminars; relief and humanitarian services; and mediation between 
conflicting parties. While these Christian initiatives may not always end the 
violent conflicts immediately, they certainly help in the peace processes. 
Some of the successful stories, discussed above, point to the fact that 
Christian peacebuilding initiatives have not only de-escalated tension and 
resolved conflicts in a peaceful manner but have also paved the way for 
bui}djng a just and sustain.able peace in the region. As peace is a continuous 
process, Christians must continue to be active "peacemakers" (Mt 5:9) in 
order to build a just and peaceful society in the region. 
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